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Foreword – Art Month Ameland 2026 
 
Summer on Ameland means space, light, and movement — precisely the ingredients from 
which art is born. 

While the island glows with warm summer 
days and long evenings, in this summer 
edition we look ahead to the Art Month in 
November, when Ameland once again 
transforms into a stage for creativity. 
 
This year we do so with extra sparkle, as we 
celebrate the 30th anniversary of Art 
Month Ameland, under the title 
*Timeless*. 
 

The initial preparations are in full swing. A large number of artists have confirmed their 
attendance, stories are beginning to take shape, and ideas are slowly finding their way to the 
island. What grows, bubbles, and blossoms at this time of year cannot be limited by seasons; 
it lives on in the plans, sketches, and collaborations emerging now — a timeless stream of 
inspiration that has continued for three decades. 
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In this edition, we take you along the contours of the program that is becoming increasingly 
clear. Locations are still set for the summer season, while new and temporary exhibition 
spaces are emerging and partners are joining in. Even nature seems to be adjusting to a 
month full of imagination, as if the island itself senses that a special anniversary is 
approaching. The island energy is already glowing — soft, yet unmistakable. 
 
With this newsletter, we set the tone for an Art Month that promises to be surprising, 
innovative, and unforgettable. A month in which art is not only shown, but also created, 
moved, and connected. A month that lives up to its title: Timeless. 
 
 

Change of the guard – Niek Geelhoed, Chairman of Kunstmaand Ameland 

In the previous newsletter, I looked back at the year 1996, the founding year of Kunstmaand. 
This time, something about 2026. Because Kunstmaand is going to change. 

This is because a number of 
committed people, some of 
whom have been involved 
from the very beginning, are 
going to stop their activities for 
Kunstmaand. And other people 
bring different ideas and differ-
ent preferences with them. We 
are also looking into whether 
we can integrate the roles of 
director and business manager. 
Across the country, there are 

examples of successful implementation where both aspects are combined in one person. So 
it is possible, but whether it is possible for us too? We shall see. 

Such a changing of the guard is always an exciting moment. Will we get enough enthusiastic 
people to join? Can we maintain the quality and image of Kunstmaand? Will we remain at-
tractive to the companies on the island? Will Kunstmaand survive with all its volunteers? And 
can we fill the professional gaps in the organization effectively and in a timely manner? The 
board has begun filling a vacancy for the coordination position. That process went well, and 
the position has been filled successfully with the arrival of Joke Hilverda, a familiar face to 
many islanders from the past. Joke started in June and is enthusiastically taking over Her-
rinette's duties. 
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In June, we placed advertisements in several locations for the succession of Pieter Smit as di-
rector. We hope for a great deal of interest and a number of good candidates. 

Pieter Smit is in charge of Kunstmaand 2026; Kunstmaand 2027 will be led by someone else. 
Who that will be is currently unknown. 

We will keep you updated if there is any news! 

 
 

Where TIMELESS and Pieter Smit meet – 30 years of Art Month Ameland 

 

What began as a small initiative in a quiet November month has grown 
over thirty years into an international art event that embraces the entire 
island. This milestone is inextricably linked to Pieter Smit, who set the 
course from day one and allowed Art Month to grow into the event it is 
today. In his final year as director, we celebrate the past, the island, and 
the art — and take the step towards the future with TIMELESS. 

 

In this interview, we look back with Pieter on three decades of Art Month Ameland: the high-
lights, challenges, surprises, and the moments that have left their mark on the event and on 
the island. 

We also look ahead: what does TIMELESS mean for 2026?  
 
Link to the interview 

https://www.kunstmaandameland.com/waar-tijdloos-en-pieter-smit-samenkomen-30-jaar-
kunstmaand-ameland/ 

At the bottom of the interview, you can watch a video made by De Strandharker. 

De Strandharker creates large-scale drawings on the beach by raking patterns and images 
directly into the sand. The works emerge to the rhythm of the landscape and disappear 
again with wind and tide. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.kunstmaandameland.com/waar-tijdloos-en-pieter-smit-samenkomen-30-jaar-kunstmaand-ameland/
https://www.kunstmaandameland.com/waar-tijdloos-en-pieter-smit-samenkomen-30-jaar-kunstmaand-ameland/
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Timeless: A.I. and Climate Change in Focus on Ameland – Renee Korbee, Artistic Director 

Artificial intelligence has become an indispensable part of our daily lives. Within the arts, 
too, A.I. is rapidly gaining ground. Not as a replacement for the artist, but as a new instru-
ment that invites experimentation and different ways of thinking and creating. Artists use 
A.I. to develop images, music, texts, and installations, often based on large amounts of exist-
ing material. The artistic value lies not only in what the program produces, but above all in 
the choices, selection, and context that the artist provides to it. 

An important role is played by the so-called ‘prompt’: the targeted instruction with which 
the artist directs the A.I. program. In it, what needs to be produced is described as precisely 
as possible, for example, a text, image, piece of music, or design. Subject, style, atmosphere, 
color, composition, and tone can all be defined. The sharper the request, the better the re-
sult aligns with the maker's intention. That is precisely where the challenge lies: without a 
well-thought-out prompt, the a.i. rarely delivers what the artist truly has in mind. 

 

During Kunstmaand Ameland, artist Nico Ruijter is collaborating with his 
a.i. alter ego BUNK Brouwer on the installation *De Verplaatste Tijd* 
(Displaced Time). In it, time does not appear as a clock or a straight line, 
but as a continuous transfer between what was, what is, and what is yet 
to come. A landscape of objects and images unfolds: a dolmen-like stone 
construction, a hanging book, a winding stone, floating clouds, and a Ta-
ble of Transfer. Together, they create a space in which memory, pres-
ence, and future constantly flow into one another. The installation 
moves between decay and creation, between human memory and artifi-
cial image formation. 

 

*De Verplaatste Tijd* is on display at the Ameland Cultural Centre in Nes. The daylight 
streaming in through the church windows constantly changes the work. Consequently, no 
moment is the same; time is not only visualized but literally forms part of the installation. In 
2023, art collective CAKtwo, consisting of Marina Pronk, Berend Wijers, and Fred Boon, par-
ticipated in Kunstmaand Ameland with the installation MIERAKEL. At the time, an army of 
ants populated the rolling dune landscape around Fletcher Amelander Kaap in Hollum. This 
year, the collective returns to the same location with NEST, in which it builds upon the 
theme of climate change. 
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‘In May, all birds lay an egg’ sounds like a timeless truth. But will that remain so when the 
seasons shift due to global warming? Filled nests in November currently present an alienat-
ing image, but how will we view this in 2126 or 2626? According to the artists, research 
shows that great tits are already laying their eggs ten days earlier than 35 years ago. 

 

NEST consists of approximately ten nests, including a floating one. 
They are made of recycled rebar and steel and vary in diameter 
from 30 to 170 centimeters. Each nest contains one to seventeen 
ceramic, raku-fired eggs. The crackle in their skin symbolizes the 
fragility of life and emphasizes how vulnerable natural rhythms are. 

Both installations interpret the theme Timeless in their own way: 
where De Verplaatste Tijd creates a poetic and philosophical space 
in which past, present, and future merge, NEST focuses on a dis-
rupted future in which climate change increasingly shifts the famil-

iar rhythm of seasons and reproduction. 

 

Renée Korbee, Artistic Director Kunstmaand Ameland 

 
 
Become part of a month full of art 
 
In November, Ameland transforms. The doors open, the island 
breathes art, and thousands of visitors step into spaces filled with 
silence, color, and stories. 
There, right in the middle of that atmosphere, stands you as an 
attendant. 
You welcome people, maintain peace, and ensure the art is safely 
showcased to its full potential. Sometimes you answer a question, 
sometimes you are simply present — just enough to make the 
moment special. 
 
A few hours of your time will make this 30th anniversary edition even more beautiful. Will 
you join in? 
You can find more info at https://www.kunstmaandameland.com/suppoosten/ 
 
 

https://www.kunstmaandameland.com/suppoosten/
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Galerie November from December through September 
 
From early March to the end of September this year, Galerie November fills with glass, wood, 
 
paintings, and bronze. You will find color, clarity, and craftsmanship there — and always 
something 
 
special, from artworks to cards and small gifts. 
 
Wild Flowers celebrates the strength and fragility of wildflowers. In the paintings by 
Cornemieke Wassink and Eveline Boonstra, forms dissolve in light and color, only to 
reappear recognizably in rhythm and movement. Their collaborative work arises from an 
ongoing dialogue about art, freedom, and the painting process. 
 
Nel Punt displays graceful and sleekly designed wooden objects, turned from European 
hardwood — often fruit trees from her own garden. The finish with oil, lacquer, or urushi 
emphasizes the precision and craftsmanship. 
 

Tonny de Brouwer presents bronze sculptures, large and small. The 
pure material and the artisanal casting process form the core of her 
work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Klara Kuiper shows in her small glass paintings how light and movement touch each other. 
Transparent layers, subtle lines, and warm colors make each work a small window full of 
poetry. 
 
Nieske Blaauw’s art mission: to create art using salvaged materials that brings joy to the 
making and meaning to the experience. 
 
In short: just that little bit different! 
 
Galerie November Bureweg 2, Nes – Ameland 
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Stay up to date with Kunstmaand Ameland! 
 
Don't want to miss anything regarding the programming, artists, and special projects — both 
from the past and this anniversary year? Then follow us on our social media. There we share 
updates, background stories, photos, videos, and a look behind the scenes. This way, you are 
always the first to know what is happening and what is coming up. 
 
Follow us, watch along, and celebrate 30 years of Kunstmaand Ameland with us. 
 
 
Ameland Art Month is drawing closer – musical enrichment at the end of the day 
 
In November, Ameland will once again be buzzing with art, music, stories, and encounters. 
During the day, you can discover exhibitions, workshops, and guided tours; in the evening, 
our concerts provide a warm, atmospheric conclusion to the day. 
 
The full program — from literary evenings to film, from workshops to special guided tours — 
will follow as soon as possible. Keep an eye on our social media and website for all 
information and ticket booking. 
 
Here is a preview of the evening concerts. 
 
Wednesday, November 4 
Jazz aan Zee 
 
Saturday, November 7 
Mozes Rosenberg 
 
Friday, November 13 and Saturday, 
November 14 
Tangerine 
 
Saturday, November 21 
Nynke Laverman & Sytze Pruiksma 
 
Saturday, November 28 
The Aretha Franklin Experience - Experience The Legacy of The Queen of Soul 
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Join us: become a Friend of the Art Month 
 

Do you want to support the Art Month Ameland and be part of a growing 
group of art, nature, and culture enthusiasts? Become a Friend of the Art 
Month! 

As a Friend, you contribute annually to making exhibitions, gatherings, and 
special art projects on the island possible. You can choose from two 

packages: €30 per year or €80 per year. On our website, you can read exactly what the 
difference is and find the registration form. 
 
Join the Friends who have held the Art Month dear for years and help keep this special 
November month a reality. 
You can register via: https://www.kunstmaandameland.com/wordt-vriend-van-kunstmaand/ 
We look forward to welcoming you as a new Friend of the Art Month. 
Our sponsors make it possible. Would you like to become a sponsor too? 
 

With thanks to our sponsors 
Thanks to our diverse sponsors, we have been able to organize an Art Month on Ameland for 
thirty years. We are immensely grateful for the trust and support you give us. Your 
contribution truly makes a difference — for us, for our activities, and for everyone we reach 
with it. 
 
Our thanks go out to all the sponsors who make our event possible. Your involvement and 
trust form the basis of everything we achieve together. 
 
Are you an entrepreneur and would you also like to contribute? Then consider becoming a 
sponsor. You not only support a valuable event, but you also increase your visibility. 
 
We are happy to provide tailor-made solutions and help you think about a form of 
sponsorship that suits your business. Visit our website: 
https://www.kunstmaandameland.com/sponsor-worden/ for more information, or contact 
us — we would be happy to talk to you to discuss the possibilities. 
 
Thank you for your trust and involvement. Together we are building something beautiful. 

                   
You can view other sponsors on our website. 
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Follow us on Facebook & Instagram, let yourself be carried away by the 
atmosphere of the month of November on Ameland, and stay up to date with 
the latest news regarding the Art Month. Dive into the stories behind the 
organization, discover the program, and meet artists. Get inspired, stay 

connected, and don't miss a moment of this special Art Month on Ameland. 
 
Contact 

Stichting Kunstmaand Ameland 
Bureweg 2 
9163 KE Nes Ameland 
Telefoon: 0519-546561 
november@kunstmaandameland.nl 
www.kunstmaandameland.nl 
 
 

 
 
Unsubscribe newsletter 
If you want to unsubscribe from the newsletter of Stichting Kunstmaand Ameland, you can 
do so via this link november@kunstmaandameland.nl with the subject 

‘unsubscribe newsletter’. 
For the sake of completeness, would you like to mention the e-mail address, if this is not the 
one from which you send the e-mail, on which you receive the newsletter and which we may 
delete? 
Thank you in advance for this. 
We will take care of the processing. 

http://www.kunstmaandameland.nl/
mailto:november@kunstmaandameland.nl

